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years or until an effective vaccine is found and 

tested and available on general release. Working 

from home will become more the norm as CEO’s and 

their workers realize that there is no need to pay 

extortionate office rents when you can be as effective 

carrying out your work at home. There were reports 

that this was already happening in Silicon Valley. Of 

course, with only a fraction of people travelling on 

aeroplanes, trains, buses and on cars the big winner 

during the current lockdown is the environment 

where pollution levels have dropped dramatically 

since the beginning of March. However, as sure as 

eggs are eggs, when restrictions are finally lifted, we 

will no doubt revert to our bad old ways and start 

once again polluting our skies. But one thing is for 

sure, many companies will not survive and those that 

do will adopt different scenarios while governments 

may have to inject substantial funds into new 

infrastructure projects to boost employment.  

What about the educational sector? It is muted 

that even next October we may find that many 

universities worldwide may still be closed and online 

teaching may continue. I have just conducted an 

online examination using Microsoft Teams on a 

fourth-year undergraduate manufacturing 

engineering student that I was asked to supervise on 

a microwave vacuum project where the student 

presented her work and myself and her internal 

supervisor quizzed her before finally assessing her. 

However, prospective students are starting to 

question why they should pay substantial fees to 

universities when one cannot benefit from meeting 

face to face with the dons and benefit from their 

extensive knowledge and unique expertise while also 

missing the camaraderie and networking with fellow 

students.  

All this is speculative and the next few months 

will show whether easing of the lockdown and 

relaxing the restrictions throughout Europe was 

handled properly pointing perhaps to further 

lessening of the restrictions. The greatest fear is to 

have relaxed the restrictions too speedily without an 

adequate test, trace and contact process, which may 

result in a second peak of the virus in the months to 

come.  

 

For further reading 

1. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1104709/coronavirus-

deaths-worldwide-per-million-inhabitants/  

2. https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/acsnano.0c02823 

 

 

 

IMPI 54 Symposium Held as Virtual Event for First Time in IMPI History 

 

Molly Poisant 
Executive Director, International Microwave Power Institute (IMPI) 

 

The International Microwave Power Institute held 

their 54th Annual Microwave Power Symposium 

(IMPI 54) from June 15-18, 2020. The event, held 

virtually for the first time in the Institutes history due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, brought together 85 

attendees from 15 countries. Dr. Graham Brodie, 

University of Melbourne, served as the Technical 

Program Chairman for IMPI 54.  

In March, IMPI faced a huge dilemma. The 

Symposium was to take place in June of 2020 in 

Savannah, Georgia, USA but an in-person event was 

not feasible given the safety concerns and travel 

restrictions brought on by the pandemic. IMPI's 

Board unanimously agreed to move the event to a 

virtual platform. All authors who had been accepted 

into the program were given the option to present at 

IMPI 54 or put their paper on pause until IMPI 55 

(June 2021). Half of the authors chose to present 

virtually and so the program was redesigned to allow 

for 25 oral presentations spread over 4 days. All 

sessions were recorded and made available to 

attendees to address time zone concerns. Mr. John F. 

Gerling, IMPI Treasurer, developed a robust set of 

guidelines and instructions for the Zoom platform; 

working together with the IMPI 54 TPC Chairman, 

Session Chairs and technical hosts all authors 

attended practice sessions to ensure the event would 

run smoothly. Traditional attendance at the IMPI 

Symposium has been between 90-130 attendees in 

the past 5 years.   

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1104709/coronavirus-deaths-worldwide-per-million-inhabitants/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1104709/coronavirus-deaths-worldwide-per-million-inhabitants/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/acsnano.0c02823
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IMPI's President, Mr. Bob Schiffmann, shared 

the following, "This early recognition of the impact 

of the pandemic allowed us to negotiate cancellation, 

without penalty, of our hotel contract. Then began 

the hard work of putting together a virtual 

symposium. None of us had any idea of how difficult 

the task would be, but as we started working, the 

barriers and problems became clear. I can’t thank 

enough the many persons involved in this effort, but 

let me begin with Graham Brodie, Molly Poisant, 

Alicia Standridge, John F. Gerling, Eric Brown, and 

kudos to the many other people involved in the 

planning and execution of IMPI 54." 

IMPI 54 featured a keynote address by Dr. B. 

Reeja Jayan of Carnegie Mellon University and three 

invited papers: Dr. Josip Simunovic, NC State 

University & SinnoavTek; Mr. Steven Drucker, 

Droaster Laboratories; and Mr. John F. Gerling, 

Gerling Consulting. There were 21 additional oral 

presentations and a Solid State Cooking workshop, 

led by IMPI's Solid State RF Energy Section. Topic 

areas were clustered in 3-4 hour sessions and 

included: Industrial Processing, Modeling, Solid 

State, Microwave Equipment & Ovens, Food 

Processing and Food Safety. 

Seven of IMPI's Corporate Members 

participated in a virtual Exhibitor Showcase and five 

students prepared posters that were made available 

on IMPI's website throughout the event. There were 

various networking opportunities offered throughout 

the week (i.e. virtual meet & greets, coffee breaks 

and a happy hour).  

IMPI 54's Student Competition was held under 

the direction of Dr. Candice Ellison, Leidos/NETL, 

and seven students took part in the competition. Best 

Oral Presentation by a student was awarded to Mr. 

Yonas Gezahegn, Washington State University; Best 

Poster Presentation by a student went to Ms. Zhi Qu, 

Washington State University; and Honorable 

Mention was awarded to Mr. Yuhei Arai of Sophia 

University. 

"We are delighted with the level of 

participation from the IMPI community," said Molly 

Poisant, IMPI Executive Director. "While we would 

have preferred to gather in-person, it was important 

to IMPI's Board of Governors that the event go on. 

As we look to the future with great hope that we can 

convene again soon, we feel better prepared to offer 

remote participation as warranted." 

Plans are now underway for the 55th Annual 

Microwave Power Symposium, to be held at the 

DeSoto Hotel in Savannah, Georgia, June 28-30, 

2021. The Call for Papers for IMPI 55 will open on 

September 1, 2020. Additional details can be found 

at www.impi.org 
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Upcoming Events 

18th International Conference on Microwave and High-Frequency Applications: AMPERE 2021 

13-16 September 2021 | Gothenburg | Sweden 

AMPERE 2021 is the largest event in Europe dedicated to scientific and industrial applications of microwave 

and radiofrequency power systems. The conference presents the status and trends in the multidisciplinary fields 

of microwave and radiofrequency heating, dielectric properties, material processing, high power systems and 

technologies. The AMPERE conference is a unique opportunity for the presentation and discussion of the most 

recent advances in the microwave technology and its applications. The conference provides many opportunities 

to researchers and engineers from academia and industry to exchange innovative ideas, networking, discuss 

collaborations and to meet with international experts in a wide variety of specialties of microwave and high 

frequency technologies at both scientific and industrial scale. 

Website: https://www.ampere2021.com/  

http://www.impi.org/
https://www.ampere2021.com/

