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The XIXth International UIE Congress took place 
from 1 to 3 September 2021 in Pilsen (Czech 
Republic). 

The history of International UIE Congresses is 
over 80 years long. The first event took place in La 
Haye, the Netherlands, in 1936. Then, World War II 
interrupted all scientific meetings in Europe, so that 
the second Congress took place only in 1947, 
symbolically at the same place. Since that year, a 
series of 16 events of this kind were organized 
worldwide in 3–6-year intervals. The last ones took 

place in Durban (South Africa) in 2004, Krakow 
(Poland) in 2008, St. Petersburg (Russia) in 2012, 
and Hannover (Germany) in 2017.  

This year, the Czech Committee of Electroheat 
and the University of West Bohemia acted as the 
local organizer for the XIXth International UIE 
Congress. The XIXth Edition, as sub-titled, was 
devoted to Evolution and New Trends in 
Electrothermal Processes and sponsored, among 
others, by AMPERE.

 

 
UIE 2021 Congress – on-site participants. 
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UIE 2021 Congress – the opening session. 

 

During the two days of the conference the 
subsequent densely packed sessions covered a broad 
range of electrotechnologies in thermal processing: 
induction heating, microwave, arc furnace, laser, and 
hot plasma. Perfectly in line with the mission of UIE 
“to make electricity applications happen”, these 
techniques were considered from different 
perspectives, including industrial applications, the 

future of industrial thermal processes, experimental 
results, modelling, and safety aspects. 

For the first time in its history, UIE used a 
hybrid format for the conference: on-line (16 
participants) and on-site (38 participants). In-person 
attendees came from 11 countries (Europe and the 
USA). Thanks to the excellent technical support 
from the West Bohemia University, this hybrid 
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format worked in a nearly perfect way for live and 
online presenters as well as for the audience. 

Besides 15 poster presentations, there were 40 
talks running in parallel sessions distributed over one 
day and half. The time for each presentation had to 
be limited to 15 minutes. This was somewhat tough, 
but it turned out to be an excellent exercise in making 
your point succinctly and adequately by conforming 
to the concise style of communication in today’s 
world. 

 

 

 

 
UIE 2021 Congress – in the oral and poster sessions. 

 

As usual for the UIE Congresses, a PhD course 
was organized and held prior to the conference. This 
year, 9 very motivated PhD students, coming from 
Germany, Russia, France, Italy and Latvia, 
participated in the high-level course. They were very 
attentive students in class and later formed a joyful 
squad at the highly appreciated social events of the 
congress! 

 

 

 
UIE 2021 PhD Intensive Course – Ph.D. students in a 

classroom and at the closing ceremony 

 
For the regular on-site participants, the 

Congress was a long-expected opportunity to meet in 
person thanks to slightly relaxed COVID-19 travel 
and meeting restrictions. The social interactions 
were not limited to the question time during the 
sessions. The extraordinary quality of the historical 
conference centre Secese of the Pilsner Urquell 
Brewery facilitated amicable exchange. 

Thanks to the excellent organization by the 
Czech Committee of Electroheat and the University 
of West Bohemia, the XIXth International UIE 
Congress rightly took its place of honour in the 
aforementioned list of previous UIE Congresses. The 
event was very motivating for the participants and 
paved the way to the next UIE meetings.  

At the closing session it was announced that the 
XXth International UIE Congress scheduled for 
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October 2024 will be held in Nice and organized by 
the Ecole des Mines de Paris. 

 

 
UIE 2021 Congress – the social program included a 

masterclass in Pilsner pouring 
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