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I was browsing through a newspaper article when a 
headline caught my eye relating to Gen X. I asked 
myself what could this curious phrase mean? So I 
carried out a bit of research and found a very 
interesting table (reported hereafter) showing the 
names and dates assigned to each Generation. It 
should be stressed that there is an overlap between 
the generations and the years designating the 
beginning and ending of the births are approximate 
and could deviate by a few years. 
 
• Lost generation    1880-1915 
• Interbellum generation   1910-1913 
• Greatest generation   1919-1924 
• Silent generation    1925-1945 
• Baby boomers    1946-1964 
• Gen X     1965-1979 
• Xennials    1975-1985 
• Millennials, Gen Y, Gen Next 1980-1994 
• iGen, Gen Z   1995-2012 
• Gen Alpha    2013-2025 
 

Obviously in the Lost Generation we include 
those born before or close to World War I and many 
must have fought and lain down their lives on the 
Western Front. Those who were born during the 
Interbellum Generation were too young to 
experience the horrors of World War I and were 
adolescent in the roaring twenties epitomised by the 
Follies Bergère located in the 9th arrondissment 
where, in 1926, Josephine Baker danced in a very 
avant garde skirt causing a mild sensation. That 
generation went on to perhaps fight in the Spanish 
Civil War and World War II but before then they 
experienced the spectacular Wall Street crash when 
thousands lost fortunes followed by many years of 
austerity and poverty. Such misery was also felt by 

those born during the Greatest Generation and 
indeed many in their twenties went on to enlist in the 
armies of Europe and beyond. It was indeed during 
that generation that those born in the silent 
generation engaged on research and develop one of 
the most important discoveries of the century, the 
cavity magnetron, which not only played a 
significant role in the development of radar but also 
paved the way to what we have spent our lives 
devoted to: microwave heating.  

We now come to the Silent Generation, the 
generation I belong to, many of whom may have 
experienced the tail end of World War II and a few 
from European countries may have participated in 
the Korean and Suez wars. This generation is the 
cohort to whom the British Prime Minister Harold 
McMillan told “you have never had it so good”. 
Home owners mushroomed as the standard of living 
was rising and jobs were plentiful. In fact life was 
getting better due to the Marshall Plan which in 
effect was aid given to Europe by the USA in order 
to recover from the devastation left behind by World 
War II. One must bear in mind however that the 
UK’s contribution of this aid was finally repaid to the 
USA during Generation Z. People born in the silent 
generation became aware of the Iron curtain to which 
Winston Churchill referred in a speech homing in on 
the separation of the Soviet Union and its satellite 
countries from Western Europe. Indeed in 1961 the 
East German Government built the wall cutting off 
East Berliners from the West. 

Two more significant milestones emerged 
during this period: the discovery of the transistor at 
Bell Labs (1947) and the DNA (1953) at Cambridge 
aided considerably by the crystallographic work of 
Rosalind Franklin at Kings College London.   

The birth rate during the Baby Boomers 
increased dramatically and this cohort experienced 
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different worldwide events and circumstances. These 
were the offspring of a more affluent generation 
sending their kids to universities, having more and 
more material goods and generally enjoying 
increased freedom holidaying in sunny destinations 
such as Italy, Spain and Greece. They were, 
however, starting to face a counterculture and at the 
same time confronted by the rise of the drug 
problem. During this period we see of course the 
emergence of IMPI from scientists and engineers 
who were born in the Silent Generation. At the same 
time we see the emergence of a new wave of 
entrepreneurs, some having dropped out of 
universities, such as Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak and 
Bill Gates who dominated the personal computer 
world in the years to come. We also experienced the 
student riots in France of 1968 culminating in 
10million workers on strike.  

The Baby Boomers is superseded by 
Generation X when the offspring of the Silent 
Generation were born. During Gen X we 
experienced the world upheaval caused by the oil 
crisis of 1973 and 1979 when the price per barrel was 
increased substantially to $36 and $63 respectively. 
This resulted in huge shortages in the USA, Canada, 
Western Europe New Zealand and Australia 
following by the interruption of oil supplies from the 
Middle East.  

I am not sure why we need two generations 
from 1970 to 1994 entitled, Xennials and 
Millennials. From our perspective of course this is a 
pivotal period because we see the emergence of 
AMPERE as a stand-alone entity born out of the 
inability of us researchers in Europe to attend the 
annual IMPI Symposium held in the USA. There was 
a short period when the IMPI Symposium alternated 
in the sequence USA, Canada, Europe with notable 
venues in Europe being Loughborough University, 
UK (1973), Leuven, Belgium (1976) and Nice, 
France (1979). These days the Symposium is held 
exclusively in the USA. During this period we 
should note the fall of the Berlin War, the split of the 
Soviet Union into Russia and its surrounding 
countries and incidences like the dot com crisis and 

the devastation caused by 9/11. We must not forget 
either the emergence of the bible, no not the 
Gutenberg one published in the 15th century, but the 
yellow book published in 1983 and termed the bible 
for researchers working on microwave heating! 

Throughout the new millennium increasing 
concerns were voiced about the state of the planet 
due to global warming. Initially people were 
reluctant to be convinced that this was a real threat 
or even just scaremongering. However, it took a 
young Swedish environmental activist, Greta 
Thunberg, born during Generation Z to convince 
government leaders to act on the real problem of 
global warming. She was able first to convince 
many, including her parents to reduce their total 
footprint (that is the total greenhouse emissions). The 
pending COP26 summit, taking place during 
Generation Alpha, will endeavour to bring together 
governments and convinced them to move towards 
the goals of the Paris agreement and the UN 
Convention on Climate Change. It is these two final 
generations, Z and Alpha that will bear the full brunt 
of the Climate problem should we not continue 
relentlessly towards a cleaner future. Also during 
these two generations we note the problems in Syria 
and surrounding countries which has caused mass 
migration to Turkey and Greece and then, if lucky, 
to Europe which has exacerbated the problem of 
accommodating such a mass of people of all 
ethnicities.  

Some European parallels are illuminating, such 
as the Generation 500 in Greece depicting those 
highly qualified youngsters who cannot find a proper 
job and are either temping or accepting manual work 
resulting in the anti-austerity movement culminating 
in the 2010 strikes. In Spain there are those called the 
Mileuristas, that is, people earning 1000 Euros per 
month. In Portugal there are those referred to as the 
Scraping-by Generation or Geração Rascal. In 
France they are known as the Génération Précaire 
while in Italy they are the Generation of the 1000 
Euros.  

So let me ask you again, to which generation 
do you belong to?

 
 
 


